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Required Ship Log Book Entries
Guidelines:

The deck log book is the vessel’s primary operating record for continuous use, both at sea and in port. If an incident involving damage of any kind occurs, a properly kept log book, engine orders and charts can substantiate the proper actions of the vessel and her personnel.

All required entries are recorded during every watch. Entries are correct, neat and concise as possible.

Pre-designated Spaces in the Log Book – This system is set up for quick reference and shall be used as the primary location for logging events covered by these boxes. In instances when an officer’s entries require more space than the box allows, the officer shall include this information in the written log. Officers must ensure no discrepancies between the two entries.
The Master and Chief Mate review and sign the log daily.

All deck Log Book entries are in English. 

No erasures are allowed in Log Books. If an entry error is made in any log book, corrections are made by drawing a single line through the error and correcting the entry so that it is not confused with any other entry. This correction is initialed by the officer making the correction. Do not erase or obliterate any entry in the log book or any other official records.
Required Deck Log Book Entries:
1) Pre-Departure Ballast tank sounding levels
2) Important navigational data

3) Gyro and magnetic courses steered

4) Determined gyro and magnetic compass error (if known)

5) Navigation and emergency course and speed changes, noting vessel’s position at the time.

6) Standard meteorological data that is assessed (visibility, wind speeds, wave heights, current, etc,)
7) Arrival/ Departure Gear Tests carried out in accordance with 33 CFR

8) Any other unusual events that might occur

9) MARSEC Level on board in conjunction with the port or terminal

10) Change of Masters when they occur

11) Quarterly inspection completed

  U. S. Coast Guard Required Log Book Entries (46 & 33 CFR)
1) Drafts forward and aft upon arrival and leaving port.

2) Load line marks, port and starboard, upon arrival and leaving port.

3) Tests, not more than twelve (12) hours before entering or getting underway from a port:
a) Primary and Secondary steering gear

b) All internal vessel communications and vessel control alarms

c) Standby or emergency generator

d) Main propulsion machinery, ahead and astern

e) Emergency steering drill within 48 hours prior to entering into port, unless one was conducted within the last three (3) months

f) Inspection of  all mooring equipment prior to arrival at any port

4) Tests within twelve (12) hours of departure of all steering gear, whistles and all means of communication between the Bridge and Engine Room. Also test of  communications of VHF radios.

5) Emergency drill entries:

a) Date and hour of the drill

b) Time elapsed during the drill

c) Liferafts where drill was completed

d) Number and lengths of hoses used

e) Condition of fire and lifesaving equipment

f) Quarterly reports submitted on the condition of lifesaving equipment and other gear required by the Quarterly Inspection

6) Weekly operation and inspection of the emergency lighting and power systems. (Note: Once each week that the vessel is navigated – CFR 46 35.07-10)
7) Monthly test of the Emergency Generator under load (Note: For at least two (2) hours, at least once a month that the vessel is navigated – CFR 46 35.10-5)

8) Training conducted during drills or otherwise

9) Make all entries related to crew, persons other than the marine crew and casualties as required by 46 CFR, in addition to all others required in the Official Log Book
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